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APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

APRIL   Thursday 22nd commencing 8:00pm  
Mike Beamish – “Northern Australia”
Meeting in Wadham House!!
YES, WE ARE BACK IN WADHAM HOUSE.

MAY   Saturday 22  nd     2:00pm  
Garden Visit to George Pentland Botanic Gardens
Meet at gardens, Cnr Williams and Foot Sts, Frankston

Situated alongside the Frankston General Hospital are the 
George Pentland Botanic Gardens.  These Gardens were 
named after George Pentland, who was Town  Clerk and gave 
services to Frankston Council for thirty-six years; the naming 
of the Gardens in his honour was seen as fitting recognition of 
his time in Council.    
Until 1975, the site was a golf course, then the Gardens came 
into being.  They are comprised of a wide range of native plant
species spread over a couple of acres of gently undulating 
land.  The focus is on  plants from south-eastern Australia and 
plant communities from the Mornington Peninsula.  Some of 
the trees are natural to the area, remnants from much earlier 
times.
I visited these Gardens recently and was impressed with the 
layout;  it is not enclosed bushland, rather a thoughtfully open 
planned garden and all trees are labelled.  It will make an 
interesting change for our Group to visit in May.  

Virginia Barnett

APRIL   17  th   2021  
APS Geelong Australian Native Plant Sale, 
‘Wirrawilla’, Lovely Banks.

APRIL   25  th   10 am – 4 pm  
APS Yarra Yarra Autumn Plant Sale, 
Eltham Senior Citizens Hall, Eltham.

MAY   1  st   10 am - 3.30 pm  
APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale, 
Seawinds Gardens, 
Arthurs Seat Park, 
Purves Road, Arthurs Seat.

MAY   8  th   9 am – 1 pm  
APS Melton and Bacchus Plant Sale, 
Venue TBA.

MAY   8  th   & 9  th    10 am – 4 pm  
Cranbourne Growing Friends Plant Sale,
RBG Cranbourne

JUNE   26  th   & 27  th   10 am – 4 pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show. 
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, 
Ballarat Botanic Gardens, 
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED
BY HEALTH REGULATIONS.

PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT
ORGANISER THAT EVENT DETAILS

HAVE NOT CHANGED. 

STORIES & PHOTOS OF NATIVE PLANTS ARE
URGENTLY NEEDED; CAN YOU HELP?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

Arthropodium
strictum

https://sites.google.com/view/apswaverley
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  ROBERT BROWN – botanist who added greatly to our knowledge of Australian Flora
Robert Brown was born in Scotland on 21st December 1773.  He enrolled to study
medicine, but developed an interest in botany, and dropped out of his medical
course.  By 1800, he was firmly established as a botanist, and was corresponding
with other British and foreign botanists. 

In 1800 Brown was offered the position of naturalist on Matthew Flinders’
expedition in HMS Investigator to circumnavigate and map Australia.  In addition
to Brown, the scientific staff for the expedition included botanical illustrator
Ferdinand Bauer and a plant collector for Kew Gardens, Peter Good. 

The Investigator arrived at King George Sound in present day Western Australia in
December 1801. For three and a half years Brown did intensive botanic research in
Australia, greatly expanding our knowledge of Australian flora.  He collected about
3400 species, of which more than half were previously unknown.  On his return to
England he spent the next five years working on the material he had gathered. 

Amongst the major Australian genera that he named are: Livistona, Triodia, 
Eriachne, Caladenia, Isolepis, Prasophyllum, Pterostylis, Patersonia, 
Conostylis, Thysanotus, Pityrodia, Hemigenia, Lechenaultia, Eremophila, 
Logania, Dryandra, Isopogon, Grevillea, Petrophile, Telopea, Leptomeria, 
Jacksonia, Leucopogon, Stenopetalum, Ptilotus, Sclerolaena and Rhagodia.

When the Natural History Department of the British Museum was divided 
into three sections in 1837, Brown became the first Keeper of the Botanical 
Department, remaining so until his death in 1858.

Brownian motion

In addition to his work in botany Brown was the first person to observe 
minute particles ejected from pollen grains suspended in water, making a 
continuous, random, jittery motion.  He then observed the same motion in 
particles of inorganic matter, enabling him to rule out the hypothesis that the
effect was life-related.  

The effect was named Brownian Motion after Brown.  The cause of the 
motion was a mystery for eighty years until Albert Einstein explained it in 
1905.

  DID YOU KNOW?
Recently I attended an APS Quarterly Gathering at Warrnambool.  As usual we visited several gardens over the weekend, 
including the Blood / Dawson garden near Tower Hill, where I learnt an intriguing fact ….

Look at these two photos of specimens of Hakea “Burrendong Beauty” growing in the garden.

The one on the left is an upright shrub and the one on the right is a spreading prostrate plant.  Both were grown from cuttings 
taken from THE SAME PARENT PLANT, so why are the children plants so different?  It is due to the cuttings used to 
propagate the plants being taken from different parts of the parent plant.  The cutting for the upright shrub was taken from a 
branch growing vertically high up in the parent plant, while the cutting for the spreading prostrate plant was taken low down 
in the parent from a branch growing horizontally close to the ground.  The growers of the plants claim that this method of 



using cuttings taken from different parts of a plant to produce different plant formats can be applied to most shrubs.  Happy 
Propagating

Hakea “Burrendong Beauty” was discovered in a NSW nursery in the 1980’s.  It was found to be a hybrid with H. 
myrtoides and H. petiolaris as parents.  It is a spectacular plant that is best suited to areas of low summer humidity  Requires 
well drained soil in an open, sunny position.  Tolerant of moderate frosts. 

Graham Oliver

 GARDEN VISITS 20th MARCH – Mirini Lang / Marlee Petrie

Mirini Lang’s Garden
Mirini has a passion for ferns and water features, so when she and her husband, Russell, bought their block of land it had to 
have a slope suitable for a running stream.  The landscape designer, Phillip Johnson, produced a garden with a natural 
bushland look.  Over the years Mirini has built on this natural look with plantings and spaces to enhance it, creating 
“borrowed views” which highlighted mature, interesting trees in neighbouring properties, hiding man-made structures, and  
replacing some of the original plantings with more appropriate and reliable plants.



Marlee Petrie’s Garden
Marlee lives in a retirement village.  Her villa is stand-alone on a small plot of land, so Marlee has to make the most of every 
square metre of land including the nature strip which is low bank in front of her unit.  The result is a charming densely-planted
garden with a lot of colour in it.



  PLANT FLOWERING IN APRIL   Hibiscus heterophyllus –  Rosella
Hibiscus heterophyllus is a medium to large shrub of open habit, from about 3-6
metres high.  In common with most Hibiscus species, the individual flowers last
only 1-2 days but new flowers continue to open over a long period, generally from
spring through to summer. The blooms are variable in colour and may be white,
pink or yellow with a deep red centre. 

Pests are generally few but, in common with the exotic cultivars, hibiscus beetles
can be a problem. These can be controlled by placing white ice cream containers
with detergent water among the hibiscus plants and putting fresh water and
detergent in the containers every few days. 

Propagation from seed or cuttings.

Photo Jenny Kelso 

 Committee
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067

Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213
Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368


	Meetings Third Thursday of month, Ground floor, Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mt Waverley (Melways Map 61 E12) Commencing 8pm

